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Abstract 
Ethics of education and training, teaching ethics or ethics of the teaching profession are areas that need to gain a primary role in 
teachers' training programs, which are essential for the creation of a complete vision of the educational space and life, of forming 
a pedagogical and professional culture and carrying a valuable educational practice, in other words to achieve quality in 
education. The proposed study focuses on an analysis of the curricula of license and master in the university education from 
Romania on the addressed issues, of the needs of teachers in training for the teaching profession from the perspective of ethics of 
education, ethics of teaching, and also proposals and initiatives supporting the improvement and innovation in this area of 
training. 
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1. The deontological dimension of the teaching career 
Training for the teaching career involves on the one hand training attitudes and skills specific to the psycho-
pedagogical dimensions, but on the same level , in terms of importance, there is the formation of ethical 
competencies that completes naturally and  mandatory the  profile of the efficient and devoted teacher.   
The present study is a response to the more frequent signals coming from the media , parents and professionals 
about some gaps that appear in activities with students and leading to the same questions : How well does the teacher 
report to the ethical rules of the  profession he exercise ? How much attention is given to the initial and continuous 
training of this dimension? What is the impact of the lack of a consistent training of the ethical consciousness and 
ethical competences on education in general and on the students? How can we interfere appropriately to change this 
situation? 
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    Our analysis focuses on the attention paid to the ethical dimension in training for the teaching career as illustrated 
in the frame curricula of the license and master study programs from the Romanian universities. 
1.1.  Ethical culture / culture of ethics and professional ethos
Every profession is exercised according to guidelines, rules, deontological indicators and the teaching profession, 
to which we refer, must take account of such rigors, the more it has to shape personalities, spirits, minds to 
humanize, and here the error whatsoever could have a tremendous negative impact on the training / students and 
subsequently the social. 
General ethical notions that allow access to the understanding of axiological system or the strenuous exercise of 
ethical judgments, to the understanding of " the human condition from the perspective of moral principles ", the 
ethic elements of the teaching profession are absolutely fundamental to the unifying of the professional ethos, while 
providing a certain maturity and professionalism in the pursuit of teaching careers. 
Thus, the ethics of pedagogy, one of the branches of applied ethics which deals with the issue of moral values and 
norms in the context of the educational act is a discipline which, in our opinion, should appear as a fundamental 
subject in the curricula for each program of study that is for the training of professionals in education. 
Moreover, how to get success in education as long as you act   intuitively, on the basis of common sense rules 
and in a time of post-morality characterized by " twilight of devotement accompanied by a decrease in interest for an 
austere pedagogy of will ( ... )  accompanied by a precedence given to communicative pedagogies of the initiative, 
the mobility, the autonomy, the "personal development" (V. Morar, 2004). 
So, the more, we believe that the establishment of ethical guidelines on how to practice teaching is compelling , 
and the approach in the initial and continuing training of the problems mentioned must draw the attention of 
decision makers. 
Teacher’s professional ethos is emerging along with the formation of the ethical and professional culture of 
course, psycho-pedagogy culture and applied teaching, managerial, communicative culture etc. . We can say that for 
the training of professionals in education, the training for ethical skills, the training, and then the strengthening of 
ethical behavior and the personal consciousness with the professional consciousness are fundamental stages of this 
work. Basically (quoting the Romanian ethicist Vasile Morar) the journey from "elementary ethics to moral 
example." However, all these steps can be climbed even from the stage of initial training and then along the entire 
path of professional becoming: because a minima moralia is not enough in such a space, but it requires permanent 
overcoming of the higher levels. 
 
1.2 Ethics and professional success 
Is there a correlation between professional success and the deontological dimension of the exercise of the 
teaching profession? 
We think so, as long as success is supported by rigor, consistency, reliability, commitment, dedication, decency – 
moral attributes that ennoble the teacher and transpose themselves in his professional and personal life, but also in 
the students whom he forms.  
On the contrary, things become worrying. Let us consider some aspects of practical pedagogy - here appear, 
unfortunately, the  didactogenies, with their entire suite of negative effects, with implications and influences that can 
lead to stress, anxiety, lack of confidence, low self-esteem etc.  and ultimately poor results even school failure 
among students. In this context, the dictum "Primum non nocere" - "First do not harm" - used in the medical area, 
can be applied very well in the educational / formative area, i.e. teachers.  
However, professional success is linked to the success of students as a result of the activity and involvement of 
the teacher 
Ignorance, inattention , lack of training in terms of ethics are some of the causes of didactogenies or mistakes in 
the work with students . Furthermore, the moral level to which the teaching profession is exerted indicates a certain 
level of civilization of the society, the community. Equally important is the impact of the school with its models on 
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society and that is why we believe that more attention should be given to training teachers from a deontological 
perspective. 
The exercise of the profession of educator involves the ability to have axiological options to trace value 
coordinates, for judging from the ethical point of view, to call the inside as the supreme court of evaluation. In this 
respect, we think we can talk in education as well as in medicine of common principles to practice as - "the principle 
of beneficence or well-efficacy, the principle of justice, the principle of non –bad-efficacy." (Livia Durac, 2014) 
precisely because both teachers and doctors devote to their  neighbors . 
A certain outfit, performance, nobility of the professional in education is, we believe, the result of this ethical 
side of the spirit that defines it. 
2. Ethical skills in the curricula of teacher training 
The curricula for teacher training are conducted in 23 of the Romanian universities and are structured on two 
levels - those that are aimed at training teachers for preschool and primary school ( programs run in the profile 
faculties - the Faculty of Sciences of Education ) and those that are aimed at training teachers for middle school , 
high school and university, program that run in parallel with specialized training ( in the Departments for Teacher 
Training)  
Assuming that all study programs of this type are given the interest due to the ethical side, we conducted a review 
of the curricula at license and master that illustrate the status quo. 
Of the 24 universities, only 16 run training programs for pre-school and primary teachers, but all universities 
coordinate in the Departments for Teacher Training teacher training for secondary level, high school and university. 
 The analysis performed on the study program Pedagogy of primary education and preschool illustrates that of the 
16 programs as those from.  
Although the general standards for the license specified by the Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education - RAQAHE indicate the completion of  Pedagogical ethics and deontology as an optional subject in order 
to form for the teaching career, our findings show that the deontological aspect of teacher training is somewhat in 
obscurity in the education system. 
The analysis of the curricula of the 16 study programs that are aimed at training teachers for preschool and 
primary education, indicate that only 3 of them have opted for the discipline that deals with ethics issues - namely 
Pedagogical ethics and deontology respectively Elements of school legislation.   
At master, from the 24 of the profile faculties , only 7 of the curriculum suggest subjects that address the issues 
under discussion - including  : Ethics and Social Responsibility , Ethics and Equality in the history of education , 
Ethical and deontological Foundations of Education, Ethical-deontological foundations of education, Ethics of 
education and training, Legislation and ethics in education,  Pedagogical ethics and deontology which indicates a 
lack of interest in this area.  
A single master program proposes Moral education as a general theme of approach.  
If we make a comparison with the study programs forming psychologists or doctors or social workers we can see 
that the difference is in consistency - most of these programs pay attention justifiably to the shaping of the 
deontological side of specialists in the field. Not the same thing happens with the teachers’ training curricula-  
Perhaps such an area is perceived by decision makers somewhat stiff and unattractive, but the need for these skills is 
urgent in a space that offers models. We consider that the topic that can be approached is very vast and exciting -
Ethical and unethical persuasion, Pedagogical lying, Ethical dilemmas in the educational space, Between heart 
ethics and reasoning ethics, Code of  Ethics - journey in time,  Elements of ethics of assessment, Didacto-geniuses, 
Duplicity and Education etc. 
We believe thus, there can be found ways to overcome inertia and modes of approaching the typical domain. In 
this regard, we recall the result of a survey (which we presented at an international conference (D, Jeder, 2014) 
regarding the evaluation deontology that emphasizes that the overwhelming majority of those investigated (over    
89 % ) - teachers in secondary education, is interested in training courses to initiate them, respectively to form 
ethical skills and that because teachers realize how much students can be affected by the errors that occur in the 
educational space,  by the violation of ethical rules, principles or rules and how important is the reference to a set of 
beliefs and ideals that have values as care and humanity. 
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Teachers want to enjoy their own victories, and also to intervene appropriately in their own precariousness. The 
implications of the ethical failure is seen " as a non-compliance with the standards of behaviour applied to members 
of the teaching profession ( physical and psychological abuse , negative attitude towards colleagues, indifference to 
the professional duties )" (R. GhiaĠău, 2013) and realize the necessity of forming the ethical consciousness. 
Our findings on teacher training are not much different than other levels in terms of ethics and professional 
ethics dimension. Interest in deontological dimension of teacher training to those who offer training programs is 
almost null. Only a few courses of this kind that takes place in universities and teacher houses and sometimes 
tangential touch this topic is addressed in the proposed disciplines. 
Unfortunately, there is registered a negative impact of a null curriculum - one that leaves the false impression that 
what is not studied is not important for participant/ student and hence somewhat indifferent attitude towards this  
For young people - students, future teachers - and not only for them, today is absolutely necessary to take ethical 
exercise since the early years of activity: forming an ethical beliefs and ethical skills necessary for practice teaching 
work in the field; ability to interpret and analyze educational practices from the perspective of ethics; capacity 
development and implementation of strategies for solving the ethical perspectives of various educational situations; 
combating actions, attitudes, behaviors, actions incompatible with the ethics of the teaching profession, forming a 
consciences and ethical conduct. 
Conclusions
Fortunately, even more, personal consciences and thus the professional ones of the practitioners in education 
keep on the nobility and understand that self-teaching, self-organizing and their own involvement are viable 
solutions. We think so "to make something of your powers” (A. Pleúu, 1988 ) is a principle that applies to this 
context. But we pledge to do more. 
We believe that in these times when "responsible civic attitude tends to give back and to atrophy" (as Habermas 
said), must surpass the stage following an unwritten code of conduct and to think about the formation of 
professionals in education with responsibility and rigor, proposing so as a first step in the formation of a teacher's 
conscience and ethical conduct the inclusion in the curricula of courses specific to this field. 
A simple example might be telling: "the simple"..."indifference to the student personality threatens basic spiritual 
needs and general needs of its respect for oneself and need the emotional response of others, the need for security on 
the long term, the success and the need to be accepted by a group and to be accepted by it." (D. Vrabie, 1975) 
Ethics addresses so fine lines less visible, sometimes ineffable that have great significance beyond the whole 
formative act in the forming professional implications might contour milestones in the formation and maturation of 
personal consciousness which is preferable not to be one charged. 
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